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Press release
Sanitary Rooms Suitable for Children: Wash like Bigger Children

Learning hygiene through play, with innovative design and functional, durable products.

In their early years, children grasp the world through play and this is also true for the acquisition of a knowledge of personal hygiene.  Sanitary rooms both suitable for young children and attractively equipped facilitate and promote this important step in everyone’s development.  For this reason ,the “Blue Responsibility” initiative is drawing attention to the need for sustained modernization of the sanitary facilities in the 88,000 kindergartens, nurseries and schools in Germany.  For the renovation of what are all too often outdated spaces has been granted little attention in recent years.  It may seem paradoxical, yet it is true that the economic crisis provided the first decisive stimulus for launching a comprehensive renovation and redevelopment program, at both the federal and state levels.  Thus, the Second Economic Stimulus Package alone provides development funds in the region of 6.5 billion euros for educational infrastructure.

Good Planning: Short Routes and Familiar Colors

Kindergartens, nurseries and schools prepare our young people for life in multiple regards.  This includes not just the acquisition of skills such as painting, reading, writing or arithmetic, but also the fundamental principles of human interaction, communication and personal hygiene. Thus for precisely this reason sanitary facilities should be designed attractively and geared towards children’s age bracket since they do not just foster development, but also promote their independence at an early age.  Quick routes to the facilities are of help here, so that children can quickly hunt out toilet and wash facilities when needed.  Bright and colorful furnishing of the rooms conveys a sense of safety, creating familiar surroundings. “Children discover a small, new piece of our world on a daily basis.  And we want to help them with this by supporting important learning processes in handling sanitary facilities in the best possible way and to lend the little ones hand correspondingly in orientating themselves,” comments Wolfgang Burchard, one of the Blue Responsibility initiative's spokespeople.

Height Counts

In facilities suitable for children, specific solutions and bespoke ergonomic forms are particularly required in terms of equipping them with toilets and wash basins.  “These really must be adjusted to the children’s ages and developmental level as well as taking their still highly divergent body sizes into account,” asserts Burchard.  One solution that is both elegant and flexible is, for example, to rely on washrooms specially developed for use in nurseries and kindergartens.  Their particular highlight: the washing stations can be adapted to the user's height at any time and can thus 'wash together with' the children over the course of time.

Another approach is pursued by firmly installed sanitary solutions such as wash-down flush toilets with a seat height of 26 centimeters.  Small children can thus easily reach the floor with their feet when sitting down, finding secure footing.  The seat itself is also tailored to specific children’s requirements and resembles the familiar form of a small potty.  This allows the children to visit the toilet by themselves, following the example set by older children.

Bathrooms in Miniature or: Washing like older Children

Toilets and wash basins designed in exactly the same way as the adult equivalents yet minimized to match the proportions of a child’s body provide the key connection to the adult world of hygiene.  Children therefore learn personal hygiene step by step through processes such as washing their hands and faces, combing their hair or cleaning their teeth independently.  Landscapes for washing and playing designed accordingly contribute to this, promoting success in learning while at the same time evoking an interest using water sensibly.  In such a way children grasp the dimensions of ‘larger’ sanitary facilities in a playful and almost seamless manner.

Role Models are Important: Children watch other Children

Children like to observe and most enjoy learning both with and from one another.  Small children especially are highly curious, often mimicking the behavior of their elder peers.  The example set by other children is thus of particular importance here: open spaces, ergonomic forms and communicative double or multi-wash facilities simplify this process of reciprocal observation and copying for our young people.  The act of going to the toilet or to the washroom thus becomes a communicative experience for young children, the acquisition of the basic rules of hygiene a playful and easy pleasure.

Safety First: Security is a Big Deal

“For all the technical comfort offered by sanitary facilities in kindergartens and schools nowadays, children’s security must always be the primary concern,” emphasizes Blue Responsibility’s Wolfgang Burchard.  For the simple and secure use of toilets and wash facilities is the basic principle of sanitary rooms catering to children‘s needs.  Sufficient space should therefore be included between the individual sanitary units to offer children the appropriate free space for their urge to be active and to minimize the risk of an accident.  Furthermore, robust and resistant materials are required since the danger that they would not be able to withstand children’s onslaught would otherwise be too large.  All corners and edges of the sanitary units are made from composite materials such as Miranit or the mineral material Varicor and rounded off with big radiuses, offering young children the greatest possible safety.

To find detailed information about our campaign click the website of the same name on the at www.blue-responsibility.com. 



About Blue Responsibility:

Blue Responsibility – Sustainable Sanitary Solutions is an initiative which was formed in 2009 by the  VDMA German Valve Manufacturers Association and the IndustrieForum Sanitär (IFS). Under its umbrella leading companies in the German sanitary industry can obtain information on various technical solutions which meet the requirements for sustainable usage of water as a resurce. 

At present, 25 brand manufacturers support Blue Responsibility – Sustainable Sanitary Solutions:   Berluto, Bette, Burgbad, Dornbracht, Duravit, Franke Aquarotter, Gampper, Geberit, Grünbeck, Heimeier, Honeywell, Ideal Standard, Kaldewei, Kemper, Keramag, Keuco, Kludi, Mepa, Neoperl, Oventrop, Sam, Sasserath, Schell, Viega and Villeroy & Boch. 

About the VDMA German Valve Manufacturers Association: 

The VDMA German Valve Manufacturers Association with its 180 or so member companies is part of the Verband Deutscher Maschinen- und Anlagenbau e.V. (VDMA). With a production volume of EUR 8.1 billion it represents one of the most important product groups of the German mechanical engineering industry and offers practice-oriented and innovative solutions in the field of building and industrial faucets and fittings. 

About the IndustrieForum Sanitär:

The IndustrieForum Sanitär (IFS) is a joint group of German manufacturers from the fields of faucets and fittings, bathtubs, ceramics, bathroom furniture, accessories, shower enclosures and installation technology. Its tasks include the advancement of the sanitary industry in all future-related issues, the formulation of common economic and trade policy interests and representation of their interests to the economy, politics and the public. In addition, the IFS operates in the field of market research and statistics, trade fair policy, and PR work. 

Press contact:

Public Affairs PR Agentur GmbH

Henning Marburger / Janina Jäger

Kamekestrasse 21 

50672 Köln

Telephone: + 49 (0) 221 / 951441-908 /-915

Fax: + 49 (0) 221 / 951441-50

E-mail: henning.marburger@public-affairs.de / janina.jaeger@public-affairs.de

www.public-affairs.de
PAGE  
5

[image: image1.jpg]